THE   SERVETUS   AFFAIR

to be his followers sometimes extol to-day. Servetus
always kept on the rails in religious matters. How
earnestly he regarded himself as a pious Christian who
must be prepared to stake his life for faith in the divine,
is shown by the appeal in the preface to his book. "O
Jesu Christe, Son of God, thou which art given us from
heaven, reveal thyself to thy servant, that so great a
revelation may become truly clear to us. It is thy cause
which I, following an inward divine urge, have under-
taken to defend. In former years I made a first attempt.
Now, since the times are fulfilled, I am constrained to do
so anew. Thou hast instructed us not to hide our light
under a bushel. Woe unto me if I fail to proclaim the
truth!"

The precautions taken by Servetus in the type-setting
of this book show that the author was well aware of the
dangers he was conjuring up by its publication. What
a desperate undertaking for one who was physician in
ordinary to an archbishop to issue, in a gossipy provincial
town, a heretical book running to seven hundred pages.
Not only the author, but also the publisher and the
distributors, were staking their lives upon this foolhardy
venture. Yet Servetus gladly devoted all that he had
saved during his practice as physician to fire his hesitating
collaborators. It was thought expedient to remove the
printing press from its usual place to a remote house
rented by the author solely for this purpose. There, in
defiance of the Inquisition, the heretical theses were set
up and printed by trustworthy persons who swore to
guard the secret. The finished volume contained no sign
to show where it had been printed or published. Serve-
tus, however, disastrously for himself, left in the colo-
phon, over the date, the identifying initials M.S.V.
(Miguel Servetus Villanovus), thus giving the blood-
hounds of the Inquisition an irrefutable proof of author-
ship.
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